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practice of roaming about the country with his seven hundred retainers ,
robbing and otherwise ill-treating the people. The ministers have
been afraid to report the truth to the king, and the people in despair
have come to cry for help under the very windows of the palace.
The king summons his son before him, and asks him whether the
report of his misdeeds is true. The prince, as answer, begs the king
to punish the ministers as they did not report his misdeeds before.
In anger at this impertinent retort, the king orders that the prince
be executed at once. The queen begs for mercy, but the prince tells
her, in gentle words, not to be anxious as he is quite prepared to die.
The king relents, but as the prince refuses to give an undertaking to
respect the law, the ministers, supported by the people, demand that
the prince and his seven hundred men should be put to death at
once. The queen begs the king and ministers to give to the prince
and his men a chance of saving themselves provided there is no
possibility of their ever returning to the kingdom. In deference to
her wishes, it is decided to put Wizaya, his men, and their families on
rafts, and send them floating southwards on the ocean. The prince
bids farewell to his parents, and his gentle and dignified tone shows
that he is no longer an irresponsible young prince; not fear of death,
but a sense of responsibility and duty towards his followers has
changed him. By fine seamanship and organization, he safely
navigates the rafts until they reach Ceylon.

The prince decides to settle down and found a kingdom there,
provided such a course of action is possible. The king of the gods
sees from his heavenly throne the arrival of the prince on the island,
and realizes that Wizaya is destined to spread Buddhism and Ceylon
is to be a stronghold of the religion. As a guardian of the religion, the
king of the gods is bound to help the prince as much as possible, and
his help is urgently needed because the island is inhabited by demons
and ogres. He summons his chief minister and requests him to
go and help the prince. The minister changes himself into a hermit,
and gives the prince some religious charms and warns him that there
are demons on the island. The seeming hermit bids farewell and
returns to the country of the gods. The king of the ogres and
demons, who are well organized and have supernatural powers,
has a niece, who is in the habit of wandering along the coast in
search of shipwrecked sailors to eat. She traps sailors in this way:
she changes herself into a hermitess, and then sits beside a pond; her
maid changes herself into a dog, and makes herself visible to the